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Longer School Day Bill  
Stuck for ideas? Use this bill for the Run a parliamentary committee classroom activity. 
This page includes a master script for the teacher and scaffolds for students who have been given roles for this activity to write their scripts.  

Terms of reference 
An inquiry into the Longer School Day Bill. The committee will investigate changing the law to extend the school day to 5.00 pm in all Australian schools, including: 
· The advantages and disadvantages of extending the school day to 5.00 pm in Australian schools.
· Changes that would need to take place to extend the school day to 5.00 pm.  

Witness groups 
Group 1: Australian students 
Group 2: Australian teachers 
Group 3: Australian parents 
Group 4: Education departments 

Master script 
Chairperson: I declare open this hearing of the committee into the Longer School Day Bill. I welcome all the invited representative groups. The terms of reference are to determine: 
· the advantages and disadvantages of extending the school day to 5.00 pm for Australian students;  
· what changes would be necessary to extend the school day to 5.00 pm in Australia.  
The committee will now hear evidence from several witness groups. I welcome the witness group of _____________ (the chairperson chooses a group). Please approach the table. 
The witness group approaches the table and sits down. 
Chairperson: Please state your names for the official record. 
Witnesses state their names in turn. 
Chairperson: Please read your statement to the committee. 
The witness group spokesperson reads the statement. 
Chairperson: Committee members, do you have any questions for the witness group? 
The committee members ask questions, which are answered by the witness group members. 
Chairperson: I thank the witness group of _____________ (group name) for coming today. 
The above is repeated for each witness group. 
After all the witness groups have been heard, the chairperson of the committee ends the hearing. 
Chairperson: This committee hearing is now adjourned. The committee will consider the evidence heard here today and will write its report. The report will be tabled in the Parliament. 





Individual scripts
An inquiry into the Longer School Day Bill
The committee will investigate changing to the law to extend the school day to 5:00pm in all Australian schools, including:
the advantages and disadvantages of extending the school day to 5:00pm in Australia.
changes that would need to take place to extend the school day to 5:00pm.


Chairperson 
I declare open this hearing of the Committee into the Longer School Day Bill.
I welcome all the invited representative groups. 
The terms of reference are to determine: 
· the advantages and disadvantages of extending the school day to 5:00pm in all Australian schools.
· what changes would be necessary to extend the school day to 5:00pm.
The committee will now hear from several witness groups who have expressed interest in the inquiry.
I welcome the witness group of (choose a group): 
Group 1. Australian students
Group 2. Australian teachers
Group 3. Australian parents
Group 4. Education departments
Please approach the table.
Please state your names for the official record.
Allow each witness time to say their names
Please read your statement to the committee.
Allow the spokesperson to read their statement.
After the group's opening statement has been read, say: 
Committee members, do you have any questions for the witness group?
Give each committee member a chance to ask a question.
After the questions have finished:
I thank the witness group of 		(group name) for coming today.
Repeat the above for each witness group.
After ALL the witness groups have been heard, say:
This committee hearing is now adjourned. The committee will consider the evidence heard here today and will write its report. The report will be tabled in the Parliament.
Committee Members
You are a member of the Committee on the Longer School Day. You are holding an inquiry into the Longer School Day Bill, which would extend the school day to 5:00pm in all Australian schools. 
During the hearing, you need to ask questions of each witness group. These questions will help you uncover the advantages and disadvantages of extending the school day, as well as the changes that would need to take place if the school day were to run until 5.00 pm. 

Use the table below to brainstorm questions that you could ask each group. 

	Australian students 
How would a longer school day impact your outside school activities? 










	Australian Teachers 
Would a longer school day give you more time to do your job? 

	Australian Parents 
How would a longer school day impact your work life? 











	Education Departments
What costs would be associated with a longer school day? 






Australian Students
You are a group of Australian school students. You are here to tell the committee how a longer school day would impact you and your peers. As a group, you can choose to argue whether you do or don’t want a longer school day to go ahead. 

You need to work together to write a statement that will explain your perspective to the committee. In your statement, you might like to consider how a longer school day would impact: 

1. Your learning
2. Your health and wellbeing
3. Your activities outside of school

Choose a spokesperson from your group to read your statement out to the committee. 

After hearing the statement, the committee will ask you a few questions to get more information on how a longer school day will impact you. Any of you (not just the spokesperson) can answer these questions. 

Australian Students Statement 
When asked to make an opening statement, say: 

Thank you Chair, we are here to represent Australian school students. 

We believe that… 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Australian Teachers
You are a group of Australian school teachers. You are here to tell the committee how a longer school day would impact you and your fellow teachers.  

In your statement, you might like to consider how a longer school day would impact: 

1. Your ability to do your job (including planning lessons, marking and reporting)
2. Your students’ learning and behaviour
3. Your own health and wellbeing (including your life outside of work)

In your statement, you can choose to recommend that the longer school day does or does not go ahead. You can also suggest changes to the bill – for example, you might like to recommend how students spend their time between 3.00 pm and 5.00 pm. 

Choose a spokesperson from your group to read your statement out to the committee. 

After hearing the statement, the committee will ask you a few questions to get more information on how a longer school day will impact you. Any of you (not just the spokesperson) can answer these questions. 

Australian Teachers Statement 
When asked to make an opening statement, say: 
Thank you Chair, we are here to represent Australian Teachers.  

We believe that… 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Australian Parents
You are a group of Australian parents. Some of you work and others stay at home. You are here to share your varied experiences and perspectives with the committee. 

You need to work together to write a statement for the committee. In your statement, you might like to consider how a longer school day would impact: 

1. How you organise your family life (care arrangements, activities, travel time, dinner time, bedtime) 
2. Your family finances (will you be able to work more? Will you save on after school care fees? Are you concerned about increased school fees and levies?) 
3. The quality of your relationship with your children 

As a group, you can choose to argue for or against the bill. You might also choose to suggest a change to the bill – for example, you might ask that families be able to opt in or out of a longer school day,  

Choose a spokesperson from your group to read your statement out to the committee. After hearing the statement, the committee will ask you a few questions to get more information on how a longer school day will impact you. Any of you (not just the spokesperson) can answer these questions. 

Australian Parents Statement 
When asked to make an opening statement, say: 
Thank you Chair, we are here to represent Australian parents. 
We believe that… 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Education Departments
You are a group of people who work for State and Territory Education Departments across Australia. Your job is to help look after education in Australia. This includes ensuring that changes like the proposed longer school day are implemented smoothly. 

You job today is not to argue for or against a longer school day. You have been asked to advise on what practical changes would need to happen for a longer school day to go ahead. 

You need to work together to write a statement for the committee. Your statement might consider the following practicalities: 

1. Changes to bell and break times in schools (will a ‘third break’ be required?); 
2. Changes to the term calendar (are shorter terms and longer holidays required?) 
3. Changes to traffic control outside schools (e.g. ‘school zone’ hours, lollypop people) 
4. Changes to pay and work hours for teachers and other workers in schools (cleaners, support staff, OSHC staff). 

Choose a spokesperson from your group to read your statement out to the committee. 

After hearing the statement, the committee will ask you a few questions to get more information on the practicalities of implementing a longer school day. Any of you (not just the spokesperson) can answer these questions. 

Education Departments Statement 
When asked to make an opening statement, say: 
Thank you Chair, we are here to represent Education Departments. 
We believe that… 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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