
Making a law in the House of Representatives
Answer the questions in the space provided to reflect on how and why laws are made in the House of Representatives. 
Why do we need laws in Australia? 


Why is it important for the Australian people to choose members of parliament to make decisions? What qualities would you look for in a representative? 


Usually the government has a majority in the House of Representatives and will win a vote on a bill. Why then is it important for the government, opposition, minor party members and independents to participate in the debate? 
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Parliamentary debates are public, they are broadcast on television, radio, and the internet, they are recorded in the Hansard and reported on in the media. Why? How would our country be different if Parliament made laws in secret? 


How might members of the public get involved in the democratic process? Why would they want to? 
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