
No Homework Bill
This essential language script simplifies the No Homework Bill to make it accessible for younger students and groups with lower literacy skills. 
This page includes a master script for the teacher and individual scripts for students who have been given specific roles for this activity.
Master script
The Clerk stands up and rings the bell.
Clerk: Members, please stand.
The Serjeant-at-Arms, carrying the Mace, leads the Speaker into the room.
Serjeant-at-Arms: Members, the Speaker.
The Speaker sits. The Serjeant-at-Arms places the Mace on the table and sits down.
Speaker: Members, please sit down. Our meeting will now start. Clerk, please read out the rules.
The Clerk stands.
Clerk: Rules of the meeting: 
Always stand up to speak. 
Begin with ‘Thank you Speaker’. 
Do not talk when someone else is speaking. 
The Speaker is in charge.
The Clerk sits.
Speaker: Clerk, read the name of the bill.
The Clerk stands.
Clerk: The No Homework Bill. A Bill to ban homework in all Australian schools.
The Clerk sits.
Speaker: I call the Minister for Education.
The Minister stands.
Minister: Thank you Speaker. My team agrees with this bill. Children are learning at school all day. They don’t need to do more schoolwork when they get home!
The Minister sits.
Speaker: I call the Shadow Minister for Education.
The Shadow Minister stands.
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Shadow Minister: Thank you Speaker. My team does not agree with this bill. Homework helps children remember what they learn at school. We need to keep homework!
The Shadow Minister sits. 
Speaker: I call the Member for Burke.
The Member for Burke stands
Member for Burke: Thank you Speaker, I agree with this bill. Parents don’t have time to check or help with homework. A happy home does not need homework!
The Member for Burke sits.
Speaker: I call the Member for Murray.
The Member for Murray stands.
Member for Murray: Thank you Speaker, I do not agree with this bill. Children can learn new things when they do homework. We want Australian kids to be smart!
The Member for Murray sits.
Speaker: I call the Member for Denison.
The Member for Denison stands.
Member for Denison: Thank you Speaker, I think we should change the bill. It is important for children to read every day. Teachers should still be able to set reading as homework. 
The Member for Denison sits.
Speaker: Are there any other comments? Stand if you wish to speak.
Members who wish to speak stand.
Speaker: I call 				(the first name of somebody who is standing).
The called member stands and gives their speech.
The Speaker repeats ‘stand if you wish to speak’ and continues to call upon members until everyone has had a turn or time is up.
Speaker: Now we will have a vote. If you vote yes, move to my right. If you vote no, move to my left. Now we will count the votes.
The independent and minor party members choose a side and sit down.
The Whips stand up and count the votes on their side of the room. They tell the count to the Speaker.
Speaker: Votes have been counted. The number of ‘YES’ votes is ____. The number of ‘NO’ votes is____ . Clerk, read the name of the bill again.
The Clerk stands.
Clerk: The No Homework Bill. A Bill to ban homework in all Australian schools.
The Clerk sits.
Speaker: The meeting is now over.
The Clerk stands.
Clerk: Members, please stand. 
The Serjeant-at-Arms collects the Mace from the table and leads the Speaker out of the room


Individual scripts - for educational purposes only
The No Homework Bill (essential language)
A Bill to ban homework in all Australian schools


THE SPEAKER

The Serjeant-at-Arms will lead you into the room. Sit in your seat and say:
[image: *]Members, please sit down.
Our meeting will now start.
Clerk, please read out the rules.
The Clerk reads the rules. Then say: 
[image: *]Clerk, read the name of the bill.
The Clerk reads the bill. Then say:
[image: *]I call the Minister for Education.
The Minister speaks.
[image: *]I call the Shadow Minister for Education.
The Shadow Minister speaks.
[image: *]I call the Member for Burke.
The Member speaks.
[image: *]I call the Member for Murray.
The Member speaks.
[image: *]I call the Member for Denison.
The Member speaks.
[image: *]Are there any other comments?
Stand if you wish to speak.
Choose someone standing up and say: 
[image: *]I call _______________  (use their name).
The Member speaks. 
Then repeat, “Stand if you wish to speak” and choose someone else.
When everyone has spoken, say:
[image: *]Now we will have a vote.
If you vote ‘YES’, move to my right.
If you vote ‘NO’, move to my left.
Now we will count the votes.
Votes are counted by the Whips.
[image: *]Votes have been counted.
The number of ‘YES’ votes is 				  
The number of ‘NO’ votes is 		
Then say:
[image: *]Clerk, read the name of the bill again.
The Clerk reads the bill. Then say:
[image: *]The meeting is now over.
The Serjeant-at-Arms will lead you out of the room.

THE CLERK

To start, ring the bell and say:
[image: *]Members, please stand.
When the Speaker tells you, stand up and say:
[image: *]Rules of the meeting:
1. Always stand up to speak.
2. Begin with "Thank you, Speaker".
3. Do not talk when someone else is speaking.
4. The Speaker is in charge.
Then sit down.
The Speaker will ask you to read the bill. Stand up and say:
[image: *]The No Homework Bill.  A Bill to ban homework in all Australian schools.
Later, the Speaker may ask you to read the bill again. Stand up and say:
[image: *]The No Homework Bill.  A Bill to ban homework in all Australian schools.
When the Speaker says, “The meeting is now over”, stand up and say:
[image: *]Members, please stand.

SERJEANT-AT-ARMS

Hold the Mace and, after the bell rings, walk into the room in front of the Speaker.
Say:
[image: *]Members, the Speaker.
Place the Mace on the table, and then go to your seat.
At the end, when the Clerk says, “Members, please stand”, pick up the Mace and lead the Speaker out of the room.


MINISTER FOR EDUCATION

[image: *]Thank you Speaker,
My team agrees with this bill.
Children are learning at school all day. 
They don’t need to do more schoolwork when they get home!


SHADOW MINISTER 
FOR EDUCATION

[image: *]Thank you Speaker,
My team does not agree with this bill.
Homework helps children remember what they learn at school.
We need to keep homework!  


MEMBER FOR BURKE

[image: *]Thank you Speaker,
I agree with this bill.
Parents don’t have time to check or help with homework. 
A happy home does not need homework!


MEMBER FOR MURRAY

[image: *]Thank you Speaker,
I do not agree with this bill.
Children can learn new things when they do homework. 
We want Australian kids to be smart!


MEMBER FOR DENISON

[image: *]Thank you Speaker,
I think we should change the bill.
It is important for children to read every day.
Teachers should still be able to set reading as homework. 


GOVERNMENT WHIP

When the Speaker says, “Count the votes”, stand up and count everyone on your side. 
Tell the Speaker the number.


OPPOSITION WHIP

When the Speaker says, “Count the votes”, stand up and count everyone on your side. 
Tell the Speaker the number
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