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Lee v Electoral Commissioner worksheet
Answer the questions in the space provided to reflect on the results of your High Court decision on Lee v Electoral Commissioner. 
1. Judges in The High Cout of Australia prepare highly detailed explanations justifying who they have decided to rule in favour of. These written judgements – including dissenting judgements – are available to read online. What is the value in keeping written records of judgements and making them publicly accessible?




2. Sometimes, the Australian Parliament will make a new law in response to a High Court judgement. For example, the Australian Parliament passed legislation to create a process for recognising Native Title after the Mabo judgement. If Lee v Electoral Commissioner was a real case, explain whether you think the Australian Parliament would need to act in response to the High Court decision. What action might they consider?




3. ‘Judicial activism’ is used to describe judgements that appear to be influenced by personal opinion on public policy, rather than a strict interpretation of existing law. Some experts see judicial activism as a threat to the separation of powers in Australia; others believe this approach helps ensure the law is interpreted with consideration to current societal expectations. 
Do you think any of the judges in your High Court decision practised judicial activism? In other words, did it appear that their opinion on what the voting age should be in Australia influenced their interpretation of the Constitution? Do you think they should have allowed these opinions to influence their decision?



	Teach > Classroom activities > How Parliament works > Interpret the Constitution

	Teach > Classroom activities > Democratic ideas > Hold a referendum
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