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Reasons for and against Federation
Cut and paste the reasons for and against Federation into the table.
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	Reasons against Federation

	












	


	People were starting to identify as Australian rather than British. 
	Smaller colonies were worried that decisions in the federation would be dominated by the larger colonies.

	Trade was difficult and expensive between the colonies. Federation would allow goods to be freely moved throughout Australia.
	The colonies all had their own small defence force, but they were not big enough to defend the whole of Australia. 

	The colonies wanted to keep their ability to make laws for themselves.
	A national government would be better able to control immigration.

	The colonies didn’t want to share their resources with each other. 
	Colonies were worried about the cost of Federation and losing money from tax.

	Communication and transport between the colonies would become easier.
	There was disagreement about the location for a national capital. 




	Teach > Classroom activities > How Parliament works > Federation: A federal story

	Teach > Classroom activities > Democratic ideas > Hold a referendum
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